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Office Action Summary 

Application No. 

Applicant(s) 

Examiner 

Group Art Unit 



—The MMUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cohw sheet lieneath the oonespondmce adttass— 
Period lor Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ~3 " MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNIGATION. 


- Extensioris of time may be available urider the prov^^ 
from the mailing date of thte commurtication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (3Qd2^ 

- If NO period for reply is speeded above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MOhTTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later ttian three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communicatton(s) filed on . 

□ TTiis action is RNAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 


Disposition of Ciaims 

[g^aim(s) 


^-7 


Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

[5KJlaim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ aaim(s) 


is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 


2^ 


Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 


is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 


is □ approved □ disapproved. 


is/are objected to by the Examiner 


□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U^.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd)- 
□ Alia Some^D None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

□ Copies of the certified copies of tfie priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the international Buretau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: : . 


AttachmenKs) 

□ Infbnnation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

ES^ftotice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-^92 

Q Notice of Draftsperson*^ Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 


□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infomna] Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rm 


Part of Paper No. 


'U.S. GPO: 2000-472-999/43204 


Serial No. 10/067,560 
Art Unit 1771 


-2- 


1. An examination of this application reveals that 
applicant is unfamiliar with patent prosecuting procedure. While 
an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in this 
field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum 
protection for the invention disclosed. Applicant is advised to 
secure the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to 
prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely 
dependent upon skillful preparation and prosecution. The Office 
cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the 
publication "Attorneys and Agents Registered to Practice Before 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication is for 
sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 

2. Applicant is advised to use the particular arrangement 
of the specification as set forth in his U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0160184A1, instead of his present specification 
which appears to be ordered in a substantially different manner 
although the substance appears to be substantially the same. 

3 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. § 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected as failing to define the 
invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph . 

The claim (s) are narrative in form and replete with 
indefinite and functional or operational language. The structure 
which goes to make up the device must be clearly and positively 
specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in 
such a manner as to present a complete operative device. The 
claim (s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of 


the claims in the patent (s) cited. 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 

this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention 
is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Forman et al . The reference discloses 

(note particularly the Abstract and Figures, column 1 lines 

51-65, column 2 lines 8-17, column 3 lines 1-15, lines 24-33, 

lines 56-63, column 4 lines 12-16) substantially an anticipation 

of at least applicant's broad independent claim except for the 

absence of such conventional parameters as the dimensions of the 

; note a/^O 

sheet of. paper oiEoopto ^that the reference prefers to utilize 
release paper to cover the particular type of pressure sensitive 
adhesive which the reference teaches as particularly suitable. 
However, note particularly column 3 lines 24-43, particula?rly 
lines 30-32 which teach that the utilization of a release sheet 
to cover the adhesive is not necessarily required. 
Alternatively, note as evidence of the state of the art 
Kaminstein, particularly at column 7 lines 28-42 where it is 
taught that it is quite conventional to use coating compositions 
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which prevent coated placemats from sticking together when 
stacked on top of one another (column 7 lines 29-31) . 
Additionally, such parameters as the particular geometric 
arrangement of the placemat and the number of surfaces which are 
covered with adhesive, as well as the presence of tabs are each 
believed to be obvious modifications to one of ordinary skill, in 
the absence of unexpected results. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Note also Small 
et al., cited in the specification, as well as O'Brien and U.S. 
Patent Application Publication to Berg et al. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 

Dzirker :cdc 
May 27, 2003 


DANIEL ZiRKER 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 1869- 
/700 


